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School Status : Community Primary School & Nursery  

 

The school is a mixed primary school catering for the needs of 

        children between the ages of 3 and 11 years of age. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dear Parents, 
 
 

Welcome to Irthington Village School. 
 
 

This prospectus has been prepared to introduce you to Irthington 

Village School, to provide you with general information about how 

we provide for our pupils and how you can share in your childôs 

education. 

 

The information is simply a broad overview of everything we do at 

Irthington, but we hope that you will find it interesting and useful. 

 

Mrs. Harrison  



 
 

 

Vision and Aims of the School 

 

Irthington Village School provides innovative and holistic education, developing 

childrenôs potential for intellectual, spiritual and physical learning. 

 

We encourage positive action within the school and the wider community. 
 

We provide a safe, welcoming and compassionate environment where children, 

parents and staff are valued and respected. 

 

Aims 

 

Å Create a happy, safe, caring learning environment.   
Å Provide a stimulating, balanced, broad and challenging skills based curriculum to 

support the 2014 National Curriculum requirements.   
Å Pupils will develop an enquiring and discriminating mind and a desire for 

knowledge.   
Å    To provide first hand experiences within the school, the community and     
     participate in all relevant aspects of the wider world.  
Å     To remove all barriers to learning thus creating equal opportunities for all.  
Å Encourage creativity and celebrate achievements across the full range of 

school activities.   
Å Enable and encourage all pupils to reach their full potential.   
Å To continually develop spiritual and moral values ï honesty, integrity, 

kindness and good judgement.   
Å Prepare pupils fully for the next stage of their lives: emotionally, 

socially and academically.   
Å Enable and encourage everyone within the school community to contribute 

and participate in the schoolôs development.  

 

School Commitment 

 

School is committed to Safeguarding and Promoting the Welfare of all of its pupils. Each 

pupilôs welfare is of paramount importance. We recognise that some children may be 

especially vulnerable to abuse e.g. those with Special Educational Needs, those living in 

adverse circumstances. We recognise that children who are abused or neglected may 

find it difficult to develop a sense of self worth and to view the world in a positive way. 

Whilst at school, their behavior may be challenging. We recognise that some children who 

have experienced abuse may seek to harm others. We will always take a considered and 

sensitive approach in order that we can support all of our pupils. 



 
 

 

Teaching Staff 

 
Mrs Lynn Harrison Headteacher & FS/KS1 Teacher  
Mrs Fiona Sweetman KS1/KS2 Teacher  
Mr Simon Bulmer KS2 Teacher  
Mrs Susan Lupton Higher Level Teaching Assistant   
Mrs Julia Evans Teaching Assistant 
Miss Kate Pennington Teaching Assistant  
Miss Jade Young Teaching Assistant 
Miss Sarah Simpson Teaching Assistant  

 

Non-Teaching Staff 

 
Mrs Amanda Robinson Admin & Finance Officer  
Miss Vicky English Cook in Charge  
Mrs Eirian Jordan Kitchen Assistant/Mid-day Supervisor & Cleaner 
Mrs Kristina Clarkson Mid-day Supervisor 
Mrs Jacqueline Armstrong Cleaner 
 
 
 

School Governors 

 
Mrs L Harrison Headteacher  
Mr P Prince Parent Governor (Chair) 
Mr I Gibson Co-opted Governor (Vice Chair) 
Mrs J Pasley Co-opted Governor  
Mr M Ridley Co-opted Governor  
Mrs M Harris LEA Governor  
Mrs F Sweetman Staff Governor 
Mrs H Adams Parent Governor 
Mrs K Budzynska Parent Governor 
 
Vacant position Clerk to Governors 



 
 

 

Organisation 
 
 
 
Irthington is a small rural primary school and the children are divided into three 
classes. 

 

We very much hope that your child will be happy and feel safe and secure in our 
school. 

 

In classes the children are divided into small teaching groups, ensuring that each 

child is challenged and progresses to reach his or her full potential. 

 

A variety of teaching and styles learning techniques are implemented to full 

effect. Each child is given as much individual attention as possible, which is one 

of the many advantages of a small school setting. 

 

The school requires children to undertake regular homework. Each child will bring  

home reading books and parents are requested to listen to their child read. 

 

We will endeavor to provide the best quality education and encourage your  

child to fulfil their individual potential. 

 

 

 



 
 

 

The Curriculum  

 

We follow the statutory National Curriculum 2014 when planning and implementing our 

curriculum at Irthington. We strive to develop a more creative approach to delivering the 

National Curriculum enabling pupils to learn key skills which will enhance the learning 

experiences. This approach is proving to be far more stimulating and relevant for our 

pupils. 

 

EYFS 

 

During Nursery and Reception children follow the Early Years Foundation Stage 

Curriculum (EYFS). Child-initiated and adult-led play based activities are at the heart of 

EYFS, and it is through play that children develop their skills in the 3 Prime Areas 

(Personal, Social and Emotional Development; Communication and Language, Physical 

Development) and 4 specific areas (Literacy, Mathematics, Understanding the World 

and Expressive Arts and Design).   

 

 

The Reception and Nursery classroom is divided into many different areas ï mark-

making and writing, maths, small world, role play, reading, music, sand, water, malleable, 

investigation, creative, ICT and construction. Children also have free access to a safe 

and secure outdoor area. All of these areas provide a wide range of activities designed to 

stimulate and engage children in active learning. There is a carefully planned balance of 

self-chosen and adult led activities based on the individual needs of the children. 

 

Nursery 

 

Our Nursery children learn and play alongside the Reception children at a level 

appropriate for them.  They also follow the EYFS curriculum and for Nursery the focus is 

very much on the prime areas of learning which will give children an excellent start when 

they begin their Reception year. We offer daily nursery sessions from 8.55 ï 12.00 for 

children aged 3 and above. We also offer an optional lunch club which includes a hot 

meal, pudding and supervised outdoor play. 

 

 

Children in Reception are continuously assessed through observation allowing the 

teacher to plan next steps to meet development and learning needs. At the end of the 

Reception year an EYFS profile is completed which defines the achievement and 

development of each child. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



KS1 and KS2 
 
Core Subjects 
 
English 
 
Mathematics 
 
Science 
 
 
Foundation Subjects  
Computing  
Design and Technology  
History  
Geography  
Music  
Art  
Physical Education  
PSHE/Citizenship 

 

At the end of each Key Stage formal and informal assessments will be made. Age related 

expectations are used to define the achievements of individual pupils. Ongoing, day to 

day assessments of each child take many forms: observations of group activities, 

question and answer sessions, targeted tasks, teacher commentary during a guided task 

etc. All evidence (photographs, formal assessments, assessed work, annotated sheets) 

are kept in the childôs individual portfolio. 

 

Records of all assessments are kept in tracking files.  We strongly encourage parents to 

be partners in all things connected to school. We value your input into your childôs 

achievement and attainment, and we feel that an open informal dialogue is essential to 

this process. We hold two parentsô meetings each year but welcome other appointments 

as and when you feel necessary. 

 

Copies of the National Curriculum 2014 Documents and your childôs portfolio and 

records are available at school and may be looked at on request. 

 

Literacy  

 

The teaching of English is one of the most important tasks as it is important for each child 

to be able to communicate through talking, listening, reading and writing. English is not a 

separate subject, but is related to all aspects of the curriculum and as such is practiced in 

various forms. Every morning a literacy based hour is taught in each class. 

 

Speaking and Listening 

 

Through speaking and listening children develop vocabulary, knowledge and ability to 

think and exchange information. Pupils at Irthington are given the opportunity to develop 

these important skills in a variety of ways: in pairs, small groups, assemblies, drama, 

individual presentations, festivals and whole school productions. 


