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School Status : Community Primary School & Nursery 

 

The school is a mixed primary school catering for the needs of 

        children between the ages of 3 and 11 years of age. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dear Parents, 
 
 

Welcome to Irthington Village School. 
 
 

This prospectus has been prepared to introduce you to Irthington 

Village School, to provide you with general information about how 

we provide for our pupils and how you can share in your child’s 

education. 

 

The information is simply a broad overview of everything we do at 

Irthington, but we hope that you will find it interesting and useful. 

 

Mrs. Harrison 



 
 

 

Vision and Aims of the School 

 

Irthington Village School provides innovative and holistic education, developing 

children’s potential for intellectual, spiritual and physical learning. 

 

We encourage positive action within the school and the wider community. 
 

We provide a safe, welcoming and compassionate environment where children, 

parents and staff are valued and respected. 

 

Aims 

 

• Create a happy, safe, caring learning environment.   
• Provide a stimulating, balanced, broad and challenging skills based curriculum to 

support the 2014 National Curriculum requirements.   
• Pupils will develop an enquiring and discriminating mind and a desire for 

knowledge.   
•    To provide first hand experiences within the school, the community and     
     participate in all relevant aspects of the wider world.  
•     To remove all barriers to learning thus creating equal opportunities for all.  
• Encourage creativity and celebrate achievements across the full range of 

school activities.   
• Enable and encourage all pupils to reach their full potential.   
• To continually develop spiritual and moral values – honesty, integrity, 

kindness and good judgement.   
• Prepare pupils fully for the next stage of their lives: emotionally, 

socially and academically.   
• Enable and encourage everyone within the school community to contribute 

and participate in the school’s development.  

 

School Commitment 

 

School is committed to Safeguarding and Promoting the Welfare of all of its pupils. Each 

pupil’s welfare is of paramount importance. We recognise that some children may be 

especially vulnerable to abuse e.g. those with Special Educational Needs, those living in 

adverse circumstances. We recognise that children who are abused or neglected may 

find it difficult to develop a sense of self worth and to view the world in a positive way. 

Whilst at school, their behavior may be challenging. We recognise that some children who 

have experienced abuse may seek to harm others. We will always take a considered and 

sensitive approach in order that we can support all of our pupils. 



 
 

 

Teaching Staff 

 
Mrs Lynn Harrison Headteacher & FS/KS1 Teacher  
Mrs Fiona Sweetman KS1/KS2 Teacher  
Mr Simon Bulmer KS2 Teacher  
Mrs Susan Lupton Higher Level Teaching Assistant   
Mrs Julia Evans Teaching Assistant 
Miss Kate Pennington Teaching Assistant  
Miss Jade Young Teaching Assistant 
Miss Sarah Simpson Teaching Assistant  

 

Non-Teaching Staff 

 
Mrs Amanda Robinson Admin & Finance Officer  
Miss Vicky English Cook in Charge  
Mrs Eirian Jordan Kitchen Assistant/Mid-day Supervisor & Cleaner 
Mrs Kristina Clarkson Mid-day Supervisor 
Mrs Jacqueline Armstrong Cleaner 
 
 
 

School Governors 

 
Mrs L Harrison Headteacher  
Mr P Prince Parent Governor (Chair) 
Mr I Gibson Co-opted Governor (Vice Chair) 
Mrs J Pasley Co-opted Governor  
Mr M Ridley Co-opted Governor  
Mrs M Harris LEA Governor  
Mrs F Sweetman Staff Governor 
Mrs H Adams Parent Governor 
Mrs K Budzynska Parent Governor 
 
Vacant position Clerk to Governors 



 
 

 

Organisation 
 
 
 
Irthington is a small rural primary school and the children are divided into three 
classes. 

 

We very much hope that your child will be happy and feel safe and secure in our 
school. 

 

In classes the children are divided into small teaching groups, ensuring that each 

child is challenged and progresses to reach his or her full potential. 

 

A variety of teaching and styles learning techniques are implemented to full 

effect. Each child is given as much individual attention as possible, which is one 

of the many advantages of a small school setting. 

 

The school requires children to undertake regular homework. Each child will bring  

home reading books and parents are requested to listen to their child read. 

 

We will endeavor to provide the best quality education and encourage your  

child to fulfil their individual potential. 

 

 

 



 
 

 

The Curriculum 

 

We follow the statutory National Curriculum 2014 when planning and implementing our 

curriculum at Irthington. We strive to develop a more creative approach to delivering the 

National Curriculum enabling pupils to learn key skills which will enhance the learning 

experiences. This approach is proving to be far more stimulating and relevant for our 

pupils. 

 

EYFS 

 

During Nursery and Reception children follow the Early Years Foundation Stage 

Curriculum (EYFS). Child-initiated and adult-led play based activities are at the heart of 

EYFS, and it is through play that children develop their skills in the 3 Prime Areas 

(Personal, Social and Emotional Development; Communication and Language, Physical 

Development) and 4 specific areas (Literacy, Mathematics, Understanding the World 

and Expressive Arts and Design).   

 

 

The Reception and Nursery classroom is divided into many different areas – mark-

making and writing, maths, small world, role play, reading, music, sand, water, malleable, 

investigation, creative, ICT and construction. Children also have free access to a safe 

and secure outdoor area. All of these areas provide a wide range of activities designed to 

stimulate and engage children in active learning. There is a carefully planned balance of 

self-chosen and adult led activities based on the individual needs of the children. 

 

Nursery 

 

Our Nursery children learn and play alongside the Reception children at a level 

appropriate for them.  They also follow the EYFS curriculum and for Nursery the focus is 

very much on the prime areas of learning which will give children an excellent start when 

they begin their Reception year. We offer daily nursery sessions from 8.55 – 12.00 for 

children aged 3 and above. We also offer an optional lunch club which includes a hot 

meal, pudding and supervised outdoor play. 

 

 

Children in Reception are continuously assessed through observation allowing the 

teacher to plan next steps to meet development and learning needs. At the end of the 

Reception year an EYFS profile is completed which defines the achievement and 

development of each child. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



KS1 and KS2 
 
Core Subjects 
 
English 
 
Mathematics 
 
Science 
 
 
Foundation Subjects  
Computing  
Design and Technology  
History  
Geography  
Music  
Art  
Physical Education  
PSHE/Citizenship 

 

At the end of each Key Stage formal and informal assessments will be made. Age related 

expectations are used to define the achievements of individual pupils. Ongoing, day to 

day assessments of each child take many forms: observations of group activities, 

question and answer sessions, targeted tasks, teacher commentary during a guided task 

etc. All evidence (photographs, formal assessments, assessed work, annotated sheets) 

are kept in the child’s individual portfolio. 

 

Records of all assessments are kept in tracking files.  We strongly encourage parents to 

be partners in all things connected to school. We value your input into your child’s 

achievement and attainment, and we feel that an open informal dialogue is essential to 

this process. We hold two parents’ meetings each year but welcome other appointments 

as and when you feel necessary. 

 

Copies of the National Curriculum 2014 Documents and your child’s portfolio and 

records are available at school and may be looked at on request. 

 

Literacy 

 

The teaching of English is one of the most important tasks as it is important for each child 

to be able to communicate through talking, listening, reading and writing. English is not a 

separate subject, but is related to all aspects of the curriculum and as such is practiced in 

various forms. Every morning a literacy based hour is taught in each class. 

 

Speaking and Listening 

 

Through speaking and listening children develop vocabulary, knowledge and ability to 

think and exchange information. Pupils at Irthington are given the opportunity to develop 

these important skills in a variety of ways: in pairs, small groups, assemblies, drama, 

individual presentations, festivals and whole school productions. 



 

Phonics 
 
In Reception, children begin a systematic phonics programme, called Letters and Sounds, 

which teaches them to use and understand the sounds of the English language and the 

way in which they are represented in writing. 
 
Initially, phonics teaching focuses on playing with sounds, (environmental, instrumental 

and vocal), and teaches children how to listen carefully in order to discriminate different 

sounds. Once children are ready, they are introduced to the sounds of the English 

language and the letters used to represent them. They learn how to interpret letters and 

blend them together for reading, and split sounds in words for spelling. 
 
Phonics is delivered daily in small ability groups and continues until each child has 

finished the programme, typically at the end of KS1. Phonics work is consolidated in KS2 

with a range of reading, spelling, punctuation, comprehension and grammar structured 

daily sessions. 
 

Reading 
 
Reading is a vital life skill and by the time our pupils leave Irthington it is our aim that 

he/she will be able to:  
• Read fluently   
• Read aloud with expression and feeling   
• Enjoy reading   
• Efficiently read for a variety of purposes   
• Understand and evaluate what has been read  

 
All children are given the opportunity to read and enjoy books in the daily ‘reading’ 

session in all classes. The school has a wide variety of reading material, has regular 

visits from the library van and holds book fairs and clubs. 
 

Writing 
 
Through the Literacy Hour and other cross curricular activities, children will be 

given and encouraged to experience and practice all forms of writing: 

 

First drafts, rough notes, diaries, creative writing, stories, poetry, retelling a story, 

report writing, instructions, directions, summarising, grammar, punctuation, 

spelling and vocabulary extension are also taught through the literacy based hour 

and specific planned lessons.  

 

Joined handwriting is taught using the Berol Handwriting Scheme and the Corel 

by CGP Scheme. 

 



Drama 

 

Drama is an important part of creative, expressive language work. Through mime, 

movement and improvisation children extend their use of language and develop 

imaginations. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Numeracy 

 

The National Curriculum 2014 includes the Use and Understanding of Mathematics, 

Number, Algebra, Measures, Shape and Space and Data Handling.    

 

Pupils at Irthington are encouraged to:  
• Develop a positive attitude to mathematics   
• Enjoy a wide variety of mathematical experience   
• Develop and extend the ability to solve ‘real life’ problems   
• Think and reason logically   
• Use appropriate mathematical language and skills  

 

Practical work in Mathematics is essential as it provides the most effective means for 

understanding everyday activities such as shopping, travel, model making, planning, as 

well as traditional number work and measurement. The children will use computers and 

interactive whiteboards in certain areas of their work. 

 

Work is regularly monitored and progress recorded. 

 

However, mathematics is not seen in isolation and is used in other area of the 

curriculum. It is presented as a subject both to use and enjoy. 

 

 



 
 

 

Science 
 
The National Curriculum 2014 provides the content of our Science Teaching; the units 

of scientific areas are delivered within that term’s learning context or topic. 
 
An emphasis will be placed on a child centered approach with first hand learning 

experiences being important. This will include visits out of school or visits to school by 

experts to support the children’s science work. We truly value the experience of visiting 

science centres and museums, such places offer experiences that cannot be achieved in 

the classroom. 
 
For example, the local doctor, nurse, dentist etc can provide expertise to support work 

on the body. Visits to Talkin Tarn and the immediate community will be invaluable 

when studying different aspects of the local environment. 
 
Pupils will gain experience of:  

• Observing   
• Classifying   
• Questioning   
• Investigating   
• Testing   
• Predicting   
• Interpreting   
• Recording and communicating  

 

Physical Education 
 
Swimming, football, basketball, rugby, cricket, gymnastics, dance, cross-country and 

other games are all included in the National Curriculum for PE. All children have at least 2 

PE sessions per week. 
 
At Irthington we are extremely fortunate to 

have a very large field marked out for football, 

track events and rounders, a school hall and a 

playground marked out for netball and small 

games. The children also have the opportunity 

to use the facilities at William Howard School. 
 
Football, netball, rounders, swimming and 

athletics competitions are arranged with 

other schools. 



Religious Education 

 

The school promotes a Christian ethos and follows the Cumbria agreed syllabus for 

teaching RE. Particular attention is given to the Christian festivals of Christmas and 

Easter. 

 

We aim to foster an appreciation and understanding of the world in which we live and 

to that end we study faiths from around the world and respect and tolerance for those 

who hold different beliefs. 

 

Acts of collective worship are held and are essentially of a Christian nature.  Acts of 
collective worship play an important part in the teaching of RE and children are 
encouraged to plan, deliver and take part in our assemblies, which often include music, 
drama, art, craft and dance. 

 

Parents have the right to have their children withdrawn from RE lessons or acts of 

collective worship. 

 

History 

 

Observation, enquiry, research and 

questioning will allow children to actively 

participate in historical studies. A range of 

sources and stimuli including artefacts, 

videos, interactive websites, photographs, 

pictures, music, oral history, buildings and 

sites will give your child varied and 

interesting opportunities to learn about the 

past. 

 

Geography 

 

Geographical studies will include mapping skills, comparing and contrasting localities in 

the UK and those in developing countries, exploration of the local area and the land 

management. Pupils will become confident to use appropriate geographical language 

and develop their knowledge and skills throughout the Geography schemes of work. 



 
 

 

Art and Design and Technology 
 
At Irthington we aim to give your child a 

wide and varied experience of materials, 

media and methods of creating pieces of art 

and design work. Observational drawing, 

painting, collage, model making, printing, 

sewing, weaving, dying and clay work are all 

included in the curriculum. 
 
The planning, preparation, constructing and 

finally evaluating are crucial elements of this 

area of study. We arrange regular visits to 

relevant exhibitions, museums and galleries. 
 

Music 

 
Music is an important part of the curriculum and is taught through whole class music 
lessons where children listen to and explore a range of music, sing and play a range of 
percussion instruments. Singing assemblies and school concerts and performances also 
play an important part in developing musical skills. 
 
Guitar and keyboard lessons are available through school. 
 
 
 

PSHE/Citizenship 
 
Social, emotional and moral development of the individual is addressed in PSHE 

sessions. We encourage all children to participate through circle time, debates, 

discussions and role play.  
Tackling issues such as bullying, racism, friendships, bereavement and staying safe in 

the school environment can help young people to prepare for difficult events in their own 

lives. 
 

Extra School Activities 
 
Extra-curricular clubs are held after school or during lunch periods. These change 

half termly.   
 

Pupil Progress and Marking Pupils’ Work 
 
All work produced by the children is seen by the teacher and marked wherever possible 

in the presence of the child.  
Teacher comments will usually follow the marking scheme. 



 
 

 

Your child’s progress is continually being assessed and progress is recorded in a variety 

of ways. Teacher assessments, end of project tests, pupil assessments and verbal 

questioning are some of the methods used to ensure that each child is progressing as he 

or she should. 
 

Special Educational Needs 
 
Children of all abilities are welcomed at Irthington. All pupils are taught as individuals and 

their personal achievements recognised. An important part of the school’s philosophy is 

the creation of an atmosphere where all individuals are valued and appreciated whatever 

their individual differences. 
 
All children have an entitlement of access to the National Curriculum. 
 
Certain children may be exceptionally talented in some way and need greater depth and 

stimulation in their teaching. Other children may experience some form of difficulty within 

their learning, beyond that of other children of the same age. If we have any concerns 

about a child, our first contact will be with his or her parents. When necessary, the 

school is able to involve various outside agencies to support and advice on the individual 

needs of a certain pupil. 
 
The school’s SEND policy is available in school on request. 
 
Your child may have problems at home, which you may think we need to know about. 

Please do not hesitate to contact us. 
 

Parent Teacher Association 
 
There is an active PTA in the school who stage many fundraising events throughout the 

year as well as holding regular meetings. You will be informed of the dates of these 

meetings in our School Newsletter. 
 

Formal Complaints Procedure 
 
If you become concerned about your child's education in any way, it is important that 

you contact us. As a first step you should discuss your concerns with your child's 

teacher. If after talking with the teacher, you are still concerned, you should arrange to 

meet the Headteacher. Obviously, as staff, we will do all we can to resolve your 

concerns and to ensure you are happy with your child’s education. 

 

There may be some occasions when parents wish to complain about matters relating 

to the curriculum and collective worship, which are the responsibility of the Governing 

Body, special formal arrangements exist for dealing with complaints of this kind. 

Copies of a leaflet which outlines these arrangements are available from the school. 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Admission To School 

 

• See link on our website for the Cumbria County Council Admissions Procedures. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

Procedure for Admitting Rising Fives 

 

The Governors and staff believe that our pupils benefit most from a full three years 

infant education in addition to their Nursery education. 

 

In order to facilitate this, children who become five during the course of the academic 

year, from September to July, will be admitted in the Autumn Term. The legal 

position, as far as admission is concerned, is that parents are under no obligation to 

send their child to school until the beginning of the term following their child’s fifth 

birthday. 

 

Parents of prospective pupils may visit school at any time by appointment. 

 

Parents are encouraged to apply for a place at our Nursery in order to prepare their 
child for school which will in turn facilitate the transition into Reception. 
 
The school also hosts a Toddlers’ Play Group; please contact the school for details. 



 
 

 

Preparing Your Child for School 

 

Helping at Home 
 
We believe that it is very important for home and school to work together. 

 

Homework 
 
Children are encouraged to take books home to read, learn spellings, finish off work or 

to do some research. Homework should never be a burden or cause children worry. If 

your child does bring work home please assist, if necessary, but do not do it for him/her. 
 
All children are encouraged to read at home. 

 

Before your child starts school 
 
It would be helpful if all children coming to school for the first time, could do the 

following things: 
 

• Dress and undress   
• Do up buttons and zips   
• Use cutlery   
• Use the toilet properly   
• Tidy up after using toys and books   
• Count to ten   
• Recognise own name in lower case letters   
• Put on shoes and tie laces   
• Hang up clothes   
• Try different foods   
• Wash and dry hands efficiently   
• Blow nose and use of handkerchief.  

 

Suggestions for helping younger children 
 
Include your child in adult conversations whenever applicable. Never talk down to 

him/her. Discuss arrangements for shopping, holidays, trips and so on. Listen to and 

watch television together and discuss the programme items. 
 
Read to your child - every day if possible. Take him/her to your public library and 

encourage him/her to look at books. Point to words as they are said, to encourage left 

to right eye movement. 



 
 

 

Make scrapbooks with pictures. Print, in lower case, relevant words beneath each 

picture. Never print in capitals. Encourage your child to talk about the pictures. 
 
Beginning reading: sorting and matching games. Draw pictures and copy a word or 

sentence underneath. 
 
Encourage crayoning, painting, cooking, drawing, cutting out, sticking, making junk 

models, dressing up and singing. 
 
Play games which encourage recognition of shapes: jigsaws, snakes and ladders, snap 
etc. 
 
Help your child realise how numbers occur in real life, not by doing sums, but by 

counting various things such as cars, houses, doors, chairs etc. Number rhymes and 

songs are helpful. 
 
Encourage accurate hearing; singing games and rhymes help to gain listening skills and 

a sense of rhythm, both are important for reading. Catching, throwing, running, skipping 

and jumping are good for improving co-ordination. 

 

Suggestions for helping older children 
 

• Maintain a good relationship between home and school.  
 

• Share your child's interest in schoolwork.  
 

• Visit places of interest and discuss what you have seen. Develop interest in 

current affairs e.g. news and general knowledge.  
 

• Share your enjoyment and use of books and libraries.  

 

All Ages 
 
Encourage respect for other people and property. We do our best at school to 

encourage good manners and consideration for others. 
 
The most important thing is your attitude towards your child's work. If you take a regular 

interest in what is being done and praise, rather than point out shortcomings, this will 

build self-confidence and lead to improvement. 



 
 

 

Dress – School Uniform 
 

Grey or Black trousers/skirt/dress 

Royal blue sweatshirt with embroidered school logo (available from school)  
   Red polo shirt (available from school) 

Grey/White socks 

  Black Shoes or Boots 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Warm weather Uniform 
 

               Grey shorts  
Blue or Red Gingham dress  

Sensible shoes (no trainers please) 

 

PE Kit 
 

Black Shorts, Blue polo shirt (available from school)  
Trainers for outside, Plimsolls or trainers for inside  
A drawstring bag to hold PE kit  

A track suit may be worn for Outdoor PE lessons 
 

Wellington boots and waterproof trousers (for wet field play in the winter). 
 

Please make sure that all items of clothing are clearly marked with the child's 
name. 

 

Jewellery 
 
Ear jewellery is restricted to a plain stud and preferably not worn in school at all. These 

must be removed for PE, games and swimming. All other items of jewellery should not be 

worn. 



 
 

 

Behavior in School  
The acquisition of correct values and attitude is extremely important and every 

opportunity is taken to promote good social and moral behavior. Self-discipline is 

essential if children are to relate to others successfully and have the right attitude to 

learning.  
We encourage children to adopt positive social and moral values and attitudes – to be 

helpful, kind, polite, calm, compassionate, curious, reasoning and hardworking.  
However, children do make mistakes which need correcting and at the beginning of the 

school year/ new term the children will be reminded of the rules and the hierarchy of 

consequences. They will know that all staff will apply these rules and sanctions 

consistently, with the aim of making individuals responsible for their own behavior. 
 

Absence  
If your child is unwell or unable to attend school please let us know before 9a.m. on the 

day of absence.  The Headteacher is no longer able to authorise family holidays during 

term time. 
  
Health  
It is normal for children to have a medical shortly after their fifth birthday.  
It is helpful for us to know if your child has a serious or recurring medical problem, also 

if your child should contact an infectious disease we must be informed.  
• The Health Visitor and School Nurse make regular visits to school to check 

eyes, weight and height.   
• The Audiometrician visits school to check children’s hearing.   

.  
 

Out of school visits  
The school requires permission from parents for all visits. However, we frequently make 

visits on foot around the village. These are often arranged at short notice. For these 

visits we require permission from parents at the beginning of each academic year. 
 

Charging Policy  
A copy of the school’s policy on charging for activities can be obtained from the school. 



 
 

 

School Meals 

 

We are extremely fortunate to have excellent meals cooked on the school premises. 

School meals are booked via the Lunch Shop online system.  Parents can log on with 

their child and choose meals up to 3 weeks in advance.  Alternatively, children can 

choose for themselves in school.  Free school meals are available for infant pupils and 

those whose parents are in receipt of certain benefits (please ask the school 

secretary). 

 

Personal Accident Insurance for Pupils 

 

Some parents wrongly assume that if a child is injured at school, the County Council is 

held to be responsible regardless of the circumstances, and that its insurance will 

automatically apply. This is not so - the County Council's responsibility is strictly limited to 

cases where there was negligence by them or their staff. Accidents can happen in 

school, on the sports field, or during school visits, when the County Council or its staff are 

not in any way at fault and are therefore not responsible. 

 

The provision of personal accident insurance is considered to be the responsibility of the 

parents. Parents may be interested to know that the National Confederation of Parent-

Teacher Associations has arranged a suitable policy. It provides for substantial 

compensation in the event of a disabling injury, regardless of how or when caused. 



 
 

 

Arrangements for Visiting School 
 
If you would like to visit school please call to make an appointment. 
 
Parents are welcome to volunteer to help in school wherever appropriate, such as 

hearing children read, craft sessions and accompanying pupils on educational visits. 
 
At Irthington we hold regular Parents’ Evenings to discuss your child’s progress. These 

operate on an appointment system to allow for private interviews. Parents are welcome to 

make appointments at any time throughout the year if the need arises. 

 

Parental Involvement 
 
In addition to visits to the school, parents can become involved in other ways. You can 

become a parent Governor when vacancies arise and you can support the PTA.  
Irthington Parent and Teacher Association helps and supports the school enormously in 

two ways: it organises and encourages activities of all kinds aimed at promoting the 

education and well being of the children and it assists the school financially in order to 

improve and provide equipment and facilities.  
We hope that you will fully support the PTA in all the work that it does. 
 
 
 
Thank you for reading this prospectus. It in no way whatsoever intends to reduce or 

discourage personal contact with the staff or school. 
 
The information contained is believed to be correct at the date of updating (updated 

March 2017) but its accuracy cannot be guaranteed. 
 
In particular, nothing herein prejudices the right of the Governing Body or Head Teacher 

to make a decision relating to the school as it sees fit without regard to whether this will 

affect the accuracy of any matters contained in this publication. Further, neither the 

Governing Body, the school, nor any members of staff are legally responsible for any 

erroneous information in this prospectus. 
 
Alterations may need to be made from time to time and further information will be 

sent to parents in the form of a newsletter. 
 
If we can be of any help at any time do not hesitate to contact us. 
 


